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Description 
The papers in this collection ask: Do Arctic actors perceive conditions and challenges as changing, justifying 

larger claims to rapid security transformations? Or do involved actors rather experience continuity in 

everyday military strategic planning and policy making etc.? This collection seeks to investigate strategic 

transformation from the perspective of Arctic states. The aim of this special issue is twofold: first, it seeks 

to investigate current strategic thinking with the aim of assessing claims to change: Are we witnessing 

smaller adjustments to existing practice, or should we expect essentially new operating strategies; second, 

it seeks to clarify the effect of an overall changing security environment on local strategic environments. 

For people working – academically, politically or practically – with Arctic security issues, it has become a 

common belief, and reference point for discussions, that the Arctic security environment is rapidly 

changing. The academic literature shows that while the discussions concerning Arctic security in the late 

2010s sprang from the observation that climate change would strengthen accessibility and thus increase 

activity in the region, the assessments of the 2020s start from the observation that increased great power 

rivalry (to some extent driven by improved accessibility) and escalating military build-up across the region 

are posing new strategic challenges for the Arctic states. These changing assessments demonstrate the 

importance of challenging and reassessing existing assumptions and analyses that are commonly taken for 

granted. There is therefore reason to investigate the extent to which strategic thinking is indeed changing 

as well as the character and geographical variation of these (alleged) changes.  

The aim of this call is to nuance the debate on Arctic security by informing decisions concerning strategic 

planning in the region. We therefore invite papers that investigate particular areas of strategic practice in 

selected Arctic environments. This can be single case studies or comparative studies with a theoretical or 

empirical focus. We invite academic papers as well as more practice-oriented articles. A common approach 

for all contributions, though, should be a strong emphasis on the change/continuity discussion addressing 

the joint research question: “Are things really changing THAT much in the Arctic?”  

Topics of particular relevance in analysing continuity and change are: 

- Security issues (including areas not previously perceived as geo-politically important)  

- Civilian and military technology (weapons systems, surveillance etc.) 

- Climate change effects (new routes, changing conditions, changed traffic patterns) 

- Civilian or military tasks (natural resource management (fisheries, rare earth elements etc.), 

SAR/FONOPS), dual use challenges.  

- Infrastructure (airports, naval support hubs, civilian ports etc.) 

- Politics/publicity (what is the effect of increased public attention?) 



If you would like to contribute or have any questions, please email Jeppe Strandsbjerg (jest@uni.gl).  

Contributions should be between 6,000 and 7,000 words. Journal stylesheet available on https://sjms.nu. 

The Scandinavian Journal of Military Studies (SJMS) is an online, open access journal publishing both high 

quality research and valuable practice-oriented studies relevant to the military profession. All articles go 

through double blind peer review and benefits from an efficient editorial and production process ensuring 

swift publication. The journal is published in cooperation between the Royal Danish Defence College, the 

Norwegian Defence University College, the Centre for Military Studies, University of Copenhagen and the 

Swedish Centre for Studies of Armed Forces and Society and the Swedish Defence University. Read more 

about the journal here: https://sjms.nu/about/.  
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